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INTRODUCTORY 

“Our  Father ” 

The  first  word  shows  us  that  all  prayer  is  inter¬ 
cessory.  We  are  one  family.  We  have  no 
separate  interests.  What  we  ask  for  ourselves 
we  must  ask  for  all. 

Again.  The  scope  of  our  intercession  is  world¬ 
wide.  The  refrain  to  each  petition  of  the  first 
half  of  the  Prayer  is  “  as  in  Heaven,  so  on  earth  ” — 
“  Our  Father,  Hallowed  be  Thy  Name,  as  in 
Heaven,  so  on  earth;”  “  Thy  Kingdom  come, 
as  in  Heaven,  so  on  earth  ;  ”  “  Thy  Will  be  done, 
as  in  Heaven,  so  on  earth.”  There  is  no  room 
here  for  limitations  of  race  or  nation.  We  cannot 
cease  to  work  and  to  pray  till  the  whole  earth  is. 
full  of  the  Glory  of  the  Lord,  and  united  in  adora¬ 
tion  of  the  One  Father  of  All.  For  the  name 
“  Father,”  put  in  the  forefront  as  the  root  and 
inspiration  of  the  whole,  contains  a  revelation 
which  has  the  power  to  absorb  by  comprehending 
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all  that  is  true  in  all  partial  revelations,  and  so  to 
heal  even  religious  divisions. 

When  the  woman  of  Samaria  said,  “  Our  fathers 
worshipped  in  this  mountain  ;  and  ye  say  that  in 
Jerusalem  is  the  place  where  men  ought  to  wor¬ 
ship  ;  ”  Jesus  declared  that  the  time  was  at ‘hand 
when  all  these  limits  would  be  transcended.”  He 
saith  unto  her,  “  Woman,  believe  Me,  the  hour 
cometh  when  neither  in  this  mountain  nor  in 
Jerusalem  shall  ye  worship  the  Father .”  “  The 

hour  cometh  and  now  is  when  the  true  worshippers 
shall  worship  the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth  : 
for  such  doth  the  Father  seek  to  be  His  worshippers.” 
So  St.  Paul,  in  the  city  wholly  given  over  to  idolatry, 
in  declaring  the  Name  of  Him  whom  they  were 
ignorantly  worshipping,  proclaims  boldly.  “  As 
certain  even  of  j^our  own  poets  have  said,  “  For 
we  are  also  His  offspring ,”  Here,  however,  we 
must  pause  to  make  sure  of  our  ground.  The 
spirit  of  the  age  seems  to  many  earnest  souls  only 
too  ready  to  welcome  any  assurance  that  will 
“  make  the  whole  world  kin.”  If  all  men  are 
brothers,  they  are  inclined  to  ask,  What  advantage 
then  has  the  Christian  ?  What  profit  is  there  in 
Baptism  ?  What  is  the  distinctive  fruit  of  faith 
in  the  Gospel  ?  Is  there  not  a  danger  lest  in  our 
desire  for  an  all-inclusive  charity  we  confound 
things  that  are  fundamentally  distinct,  and 
sacrifice  a  vital  element  in  our  Christian  creed  ? 
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The  question  must  not  be  left  unanswered. 
“  Brotherhood  ”  in  the  New  Testament  denotes 
primarily  the  relation  of  Christian  to  Christian. 
We  must  realise  then  what  we  are  doing  when  we 
use  this  sacred  name  to  describe  the  relation  of 
man  to  man.  We  can  only  do  so  legitimately 
if  we  believe  that  every  man  is  potentially  a 
Christian,  or  to  put  the  same  thing  another  way, 
that  “  the  truly  human  life  and  the  truly  Christian 
life  are  one  and  the  same.” 

There  is,  I  am  thankful  to  believe,  abundant 
justification  for  this  position  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  God  is,  does  not  become,  the  Father  of 
the  prodigal,  when  the  young  man  awakes  to  the 
consciousness  of  the  distance  he  has  wandered 
from  home.  Christ  (John  xi.  52)  “  died  for  the 
nation,  and  not  for  the  nation  only,  but  that  He 
might  also  gather  together  into  one,  the  children  of 
God  that  are  scattered  abroad.”  May  we  not  believe 
with  all  our  hearts  that  God  is  indeed  the  Father 
of  all,  even  though  as  yet  they  know  Him  not  ? 
Is  not  the  pathos,  the  urgency  of  the  present 
situation  just  this,  that  the  world  is  full  of  children 
of  God  who  are  not  yet  alive  to  their  privileges 
and  responsibilities,  of  brothers  and  sisters  who  are 
as  yet  unaware  of  their  relationship  ? 

We  need  not  fear  then  lest  the  truth  of  the 
Universal  Fatherhood  should  lead  us  to  under¬ 
value  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism  which  is  founded 
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on  it,  or  the  Ministry  of  Conversion  which  is 
continually  engaged  in  quickening  the  conscious¬ 
ness  of  it  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  have  never 
realised  its  power,  or  who,  having  realised,  “  forget 
so  soon.” 

Is  there  not  even  a  hope  that  a  firmer  grasp 
of  this  truth  may  help  those,  who  are  inclined  to 
lay  almost  exclusive  stress  on  the  one  or  the  other 
of  these  two  witnesses  to  the  fundamental  Truth, 
to  realise  that  there  need  be  no  rivalry,  much  less 
antagonism,  between  them  ?  We  may  pass  on 
then  to  the  consideration  in  detail  of  the  several 
clauses  in  which  this  address  to  the  Father  takes 
shape  in  definite  petitions. 


PART  i 

“  Hallowed  be  Thy  Name ,  as  in  Heaven ,  so 

on  earth  ” 

The  first  and  deepest  need  for  ourselves  and  for 
the  world  is  the  hallowing  of  the  Father’s  name. 
“  What  is  the  use,”  said  an  old  Mussulman,  in 
conversation  with  an  Indian  missionary — “  what 
is  the  use  of  argument  and  of  controversy  ? 
Let  us  speak  together  of  the  attributes  of  God. 
Tell  me  your  ‘  Beautiful  Names  of  God  ’  and  I 
will  tell  you  mine.”  Rightly  understood,  the 
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name  of  the  Father  is  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
It  is  the  characteristically  Christian  “  Beautiful 
Name  of  God.” 

When  Philip  gave  utterance  to  the  secret 
longing  of  every  rnan  in  his  appeal,  “  Lord, 
show  us  the  Father  and  it  sufficeth  us,” 
Jesus  answered,  “  He  that  hath  seen  Me  hath  seen 
the  Father.”  Even  as  He  had  said  just  before 
to  St.  Thomas,  “  No  man  cometh  to  the  Father 
but  by  Me.”  The  Son  had  come  in  His  Father’s 
name  ;  to  make  Him  known  in  His  true  nature 
to  His  brethren,  because  to  know  Him  is  Eternal 
Life.  All  that  He  said,  all  that  Fie  did,  all  that 
He  suffered,  His  life,  His  death,  His  resurrection, 
His  ascension,  attain  their  true  significance  only 
when  they  are  seen  as  parts  of  a  progressive 
Revelation  of  the  Father.  The  duty  of  preaching 
this  Gospel,  of  bringing  this  Revelation  home 
to  the  hearts  of  men  throughout  the  world,  de¬ 
volves  now  on  His  disciples,  whom  He  has  com¬ 
missioned  to  carry  on  His  work.  His  name  is  on 
our  foreheads.  All  that  we  say,  all  that  we  do, 
all  that  we  are,  either  reveals  God  to,  or  hides 
God  from,  our  fellow-men.  They  judge  of  Our 
Father  from  what  they  see  in  us,  His  children. 
If  we  are  unfaithful  to  our  trust,  the  Gospel  that 
we  send  out  is  “  loaded  with  a  fatal  disparagement.” 
Have  we  not,  therefore,  the  deepest  need  to  pray 
to  God,  who  alone  can  help  us  to  bear  the  burthen 
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of  this  solemn  responsibility,  to  hallow  His  own 
name  in  us  and  through  us  ? 

Is  it  not  a  comfort  to  remember  that  Our  Lord 
Himself  knows  and  has  borne  the  burthen  of  this 
responsibility  before  us,  and  has  prayed  (John 
xvii.  17)  to  His  Father  for  us,  “  Hallow  them  in 
Thy  Truth.  Thy  word  is  Truth.  As  Thou 
didst  send  Me  into  the  world,  even  so  sent  I 
them  into  the  world.  And  for  their  sakes  I 
hallow  Myself,  that  they  themselves  may  be 
hallowed  in  the  Truth.”  In  the  power  of  His 
Intercession  on  our  behalf,  and  knowing  the  task 
to  which  we  consecrate  ourselves  when  we  use 
the  words,  cannot  we  also  pray,  “  Hallowed  be 
Thy  Name,  as  in  Heaven,  so  on  earth  ?  ” 

y  I  ;ii  .■  ?i'  i  1.1.  i  J;  •  •  '•  i(  .u !  •  37  Oy  t 

“  Thy  Kingdom  come,  as  in  Heaven,  so 

on  earth  ” 

In  the  first  petition  we  lifted  our  eyes  to  heaven. 
In  the  second  we  fix  our  attention  on  the  world 
round  about  us.  We  are  none  of  us  complete 
alone.  We  are,  as  Aristotle  said,  “  social  animals.” 

So  the  “  Hallowing  of  the  Name  ”  cannot  be 
merely  an  individual,  it  must  be  at  the  same  time 
a  social  problem.  We  can  see,  therefore,  why  the 
task  is  entrusted  not  to  isolated  units,  but  to  the 
members  of  a  body  ;  and  why  it  requires  nothing 
less  than  the  Christianisation  of  the  whole  life  of 
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all  the  nations  of  the  world  for  its  accomplishment. 
St.  John  in  his  vision  (Rev.  xxi.  24,  cf.  xi.  15)  saw 
“  the  nations  walking  in  the  light  ”  of  the  New 
Jerusalem  and  “  the  Kings  of  the  earth  bringing 
their  glory  into  it.”  Even  as  he  had  heard  a  voice 
declare,  “  The  Kingdom  of  the  world  is  become 
the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  His  Christ.”  We 
need  not  be  surprised,  therefore,  to  find  that  the 
Conference  Reports  bear  witness  on  every  page 
to  the  intricate  character  of  the  modern  mis¬ 
sionary  problem.  A  hundred  years  ago  it  might 
have  seemed  as  if  the  work  of  a  missionary  con¬ 
sisted  simply  of  plucking  one  brand  here  and 
another  there  from  the  burning.  Now  we  find 
ourselves  face  to  face  with  the  organisation  of 
indigenous  Churches,  and  with  the  necessity  of 
taking  an  intelligent,  and  what  ought  to  be  the 
dominant  part  in  guiding  the  forces  set  in  motion 
through  the  whole  of  the  Eastern  Hemisphere 
by  the  impact  of  civilisation  on  civilisation.  We 
can.understand,  therefore,  something  of  the  urgency 
of  the  need  for  us  to  pray  at  this  time,  “  Thy  King¬ 
dom  come,  as  in  Heaven,  so  on  earth.”  Do  we 
wish  to  ask  further,  in  order  that  we  may  pray 
more  intelligently,  and  know  in  what  direction 
to  look  and  work  for  an  answer  to  our  prayer, 
How  can  this  be  ?  The  answer  to  our  question 
comes  in  the  words  of  a  Prophet  of  the  Restora¬ 
tion,  “  ‘  Not  by  might,  not  by  power,  but  by  My 
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Spirit/  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts/  ”  and  in  the  promise 
of  the  noth  Psalmr  which  Our  Lord  claimed  in  a 
special  sense  as  His  own,  “  The  Lord  shall  send  the 
rod  of  Thy  Power  out  of  Zion.”  The  Christians 
wrho  in  the  second  century  substituted,  “  Let  Thy 
Holy  Spirit  come  upon  us  ”  for  “  Thy  Kingdom 
come,”  were  '  following  a  sound  instinct.  The 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  must  come  in  sevenfold  might 
on  those  who  are  to  go  out  in  His  name  to  preach 
the  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom,  if  their  word  is  to  be 
with  power. 

Let  us  pray,  therefore,  especially  at  this  time, 
for  all  who  bear  the  Gospel  to  the  heathen. 
“  Strengthen  them,  O  Lord,  with  the  Holy  Ghost, 
the  Comforter,  and  daily  increase  in  them  Thy 
manifold  gifts  of  grace  ;  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and 
understanding  ;  the  spirit  of  counsel  and  ghostly 
strength  ;  the  spirit  of  knowledge  and  true  godli¬ 
ness  ;  and  fill  them,  O  Lord,  with  the  spirit  of 
Thy  Holy  Fear,  now  and  ever.” 

“  Thy  Will  be  done,  as  in  Heaven,  so  on 

earth.” 

We  have  seen  that  a  man  must  be  full  of  the 
Spirit  if  he  is  to  be  an  efficient  preacher  of  the 
Kingdom.  From  another  point  of  view  we  may 
say  that  the  Kingdom  comes,  as  man  after  man 
yields  to  the  drawing  of  the  Cross,  surrenders 
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himself  to  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit,  and  so  enters 
into  the  Kingdom,  and  by  entering  in  himself 
brings  the  Kingdom  nearer  to  every  one  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact.  In  other  words,  the  King¬ 
dom  comes,  as  the  Will  is  done.  We  pass  on, 
therefore,  to  bring  the  prayer  home  to  our  own  hearts 
and  consciences  and  wills  as  we  pray,  “  Thy  Will 
be  done,  as  in  Heaven,  so  on  earth.”  What 
exactly  do  these  words  imply  ?  The  common 
assumption  with  regard  to  them  is  that  they 
express  a  spirit  of  resignation.  Something  has 
happened  or  is  about  to  happen  which  crosses 
our  will,  and  we  accept  the  overruling  of  the  Will 
of  God.  A  little  reflection  is  enough  to  show  that 
this  cannot  exhaust  the  meaning  of  the  petition. 
It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  it  is  interpreted 
in  a  well-known  paraphrase  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer 
(in  the  Catechism  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer) 
as  a  pledge  of  obedience.  The  true  meaning  oil 
the  words,  however,  lies  deeper.  Both  resignation 
and  obedience  start  from  ourselves.  The  thought 
in  the  petition  begins  from  God,  keeps  us  continu¬ 
ally  in  touch  with  God,  and  leads  to  God  as  its 
goal.  For  first  behind  the  Will,  to  speak  after 
the  manner  of  men,  lies  His  Purpose  and  Plan. 
And  this  He  has  in  a  measure  made  known  to  us, 
at  least,  in  scope  and  outline,  in  the  “  purpose  of 
the  ages  ”  which  St.  Paul  saw  in  its  triumphant 
completeness  and  declared  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
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Romans  (xi.  22)  and  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Ephesians  (i.  10).  As  we  ourselves  “  are  trans¬ 
formed  by  the  renewing  of  our  minds  ”  we  acquire 
the  power  of  determining  what  is  for  us  in  particular 
cases  “  the  good  and  acceptable  and  perfect 
Will  of  God  ”  (Rom.  xii.  2).  It  begins,  therefore, 
from  God.  But  that  is  not  all.  The  Will  of  God 
is  not  a  bare  command,  a  killing  letter,  but  a 
living,  life-giving  force,  working  out  His  purposes 
in  the  most  wonderful  co-operation  with  our  own 
wills,  leaving  them  their  freedom  inviolate  and  yet 
working  in  us  both  to  will  and  work  on  behalf  of 
that  which  is  well  pleasing  to  Him.  We  are  kept, 
therefore,  in  constant  touch  with  God  through  the 
whole  process.  And  God  is  the  goal.  For  the 
earth  shall  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
as  the  waters  cover  the  sea  ;  and  “  God  shall  be 
all  in  all.” 

Now  the  World’s  Missionary  Conference  has 
been  from  first  to  last  a  deliberate  attempt  to 
study  afresh  and  in  combination  the  facts  of  the 
present  situation  on  the  Mission  Field  in  the  light 
of  the  Eternal  Purpose  of  God  and  of  the  express 
command  of  Jesus  Christ,  with  a  view  to  discern 
the  guiding  of  His  Will  for  His  Church  at  the 
present  time.  The  result  is  a  trumpet  call  of 
crying  needs,  of  open  doors,  of  passing  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  overwhelming  urgency  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe,  and  a  marshalling  of  the  forces  of 
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the  Kingdom  such  as  surpasses,  I  believe,  both  in 
number  and  in  spirit  the  brightest  hopes  of  its 
conveners.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  those  who 
are  responsible  feel  the  need,  and  are  asking 
earnestly  for  united  and  continuous  Intercession 
on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  itself.  The  challenge 
to  Faith  is  such  as  the  Church  has  not  known  for 
centuries.  May  I  show  you  how  it  seems  to  me, 
under  an  Old  Testament  figure  ?  I  cannot  help 
feeling  as  if  we  are  standing,  as  Israel  stood  of  old, 
on  the  borders  of  a  promised  land ;  as  if  we  are 
on  our  trial  to  see  whether  there  is  in  us  faith 
and  insight  and  courage  enough  to  go  in  and  take 
possession,  or  whether  our  hearts  will  fail  us 
and  we  and  the  whole  Church  have  to  be  sent 
back,  for  God  alone  knows  how  long,  to  wander 
in  the  wilderness,  while  the  world  remains  in 
darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death,  because  there 
is  no  one  with  faith  enough  in  God  to  go  forward 
and  claim  the  kingdom  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord, 
to  pray  from  the  heart  and  not  with  the  lips  only, 
“  Father,  Thy  will  be  done,  as  in  Heaven,  so  on 
earth.’  ’ 

PART  II 

“  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread  ” 

We  pass  now  to  a  new  division  in  the  prayer. 
We  have  been  dealing  hitherto  with  the  things 
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that  belong  to  the  Father,  His  name,  His  kingdom, 
His  will.  These  are  eternal  and  abiding  realities. 
We  do  not  at  first  understand  what  prayer  has  to 
do  with  them.  When  we  realise  the  responsi¬ 
bility  that  rests  upon  us  with  regard  to  them  one 
by  one,  we  feel  a  fresh  sense  of  our  need  of  God 
Himself  to  enable  us  to  bear  the  burthen,  and  we 
“  find  ourselves  in  prayer.” 

There  is  no  such  difficulty  in  understanding 
the  appropriateness  of  prayer  for  food,  or  for¬ 
giveness,  or  protection.  These  are  fundamental 
needs  of  human  nature.  We  can  never  be  for 
long  unconscious  of  our  dependence  upon  God 
for  them.  What  is  hard,  when  the  sense  of  need 
is  most  overwhelming,  is  to  keep  hold  of  our  faith 
in  His  Love  and  Wisdom  and  Power,  and  so  to 
pray,  not  mechanically  or  despairingly,  but  with 
childlike  confidence  and  persevering  determina¬ 
tion. 

The  first  meaning  of  the  prayer  for  daily  bread 
is  no  doubt  the  simplest  and  most  homely.  But  it 
is  equally  certain  that  the  prayer  includes  all  that 
we  need  for  the  support  of  every  element  in  our 
manifold  life,  spiritual  no  less  than  physical. 
And,  standing  as  we  do  face  to  face  with  the  task 
of  evangelising  the  world,  the  need  of  ready  access 
to  a  store  of  spiritual  energy,  if  we  are  not  to  fail 
God  at  the  critical  moment,  is  likely  to  be  more 
fkeenly  felt  even  than  the  need,  great  as  it  is,  of 
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adequate  material  resources.  Let  us  remind 
ourselves,  therefore,  of  the  inexhaustible  riches  of 
the  provision  made  by  God  in  Christ  to  satisfy 
this  need.  “  My  meat,’’  said  our  Lord  Himself, 
‘‘is  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that  sent  Me,  and  to 
finish  His  work.”  He  found  a  store  of  fresh 
spiritual  energy  in  every  task  He  undertook, 
because  it  was  given  Him  by  His  Father,  and  there 
was  new  life  in  the  contact  between  the  will  of  the 
Father  and  the  will  of  the  Son,  to  which  every  act 
of  obedience  gave  occasion.  What  we  are  called 
on  to  realise  is  that  what  the  Father  was  to  .the 
Son  in  the  days  of  His  flesh  that  the  Christ  Himself 
is  to  us  now  as  “  Living  Bread.”  With  us  as 
with  Him,  it  is  abidingly  true  that  “  the  spirit 
feeds  on  a  person,”  and  that  as  the  Living  Father 
sent  the  Son,  and  He  lived  because  of  the  Father, 
so  we  in  our  turn  are  called  to  live  by  feeding 
upon  the  Son.  There  is  in  fact  a  new  store  of 
spiritual  energy  prepared  beforehand  for  our  need. 
New  life  passes  into  our  spiritual  being,  whenever, 
in  any  act  done  for  His  sake  for  the  carrying  out 
of  His  Purposes,  we  are  brought  into  direct  rela¬ 
tions  with  Him,  and  surrender  ourselves  in  simple 
faith  to  do  His  will.  From  this  point  of  view,  the 
prayer  for  “bread  for  the  instant  need”  is  a 
prayer  that  the  eyes  of  our  hearts  may  be  en¬ 
lightened,  so  that  we  may  find  Christ,  and  new 
life  from  contact  with  Christ,  in  everything  that 
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we  do.  In  proportion  as  in  single-hearted  sin¬ 
cerity  we  set  ourselves  to  do  His  Will,  this  prayer 
cannot  fail  of  its  answer.  But  we  must  pray 
knowing  what  we  are  praying  for,  and  we  must 
wait  quietly  upon  God  if  we  are  to  lay  hold  of 
4t  His  unspeakable  Gift.” 

“  Forgive  us  our  trespasses ,  as  we  forgive  ” 

Our  dependence  on  God  for  food  is  natural 
and  inevitable. 

The  life  that  from  first  to  last  comes  from  Him 
is  in  constant  need  of  communion  with  its  source. 
It  cannot  continue  to  exist  in  isolation.  The 
branch  withers,  if  it  does  not  abide  in  the  Vine. 
The  logic  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  therefore, 
is  irresistible  if  the  premises  are  granted.  The 
life  is  more  than  the  food  that  is  necessary  to 
sustain  it.  And  the  gift  of  the  greater  contains 
an  assurance  that  the  less  will  not  be  withheld,  so  we 
can  ask  for  what  we  need  for  the  support  of  life 
in  childlike  confidence,  without  reserve.  But 
wrhat  are  we  to  say  of  our  second  necessity,  the 
need  for  forgiveness  ?  Is  it  as  simple  a  matter 
to  come  to  God  for  that  ?  God’s  gifts  of  life  and 
food  have  been,  are  being  daily  and  hourly  mis¬ 
used,  turned  against  the  Giver.  His  children 
assert  themselves  against  their  Father.  We  have 
all  sinned,  and  do  sin  against  Him,  and  against 
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one  another.  The  whole  world  is  full  of  dark¬ 
ness  and  cruel  habitations.  Even  those  whom 
He  has  called  out  to  be  in  a  special  sense  His 
witnesses  have  to  confess  their  coldness  and 
lack  of  zeal  for  His  service,  their  lack  of  faith 
in  Him,  “  limiting  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,”  and 
the  numbing  effect  of  the  discords  and  divisions 
which  separate  them  from  their  brethren,  lowering 
the  spiritual  vitality  of  the  whole  Body  and 
bringing  dishonour  on  the  Name  which  has  been 
entrusted  to  their  charge.  The  more  we  feel 
the  greatness  of  the  present  opportunity,  the  more 
keenly  shall  we  be  sensible  of  the  disabilities 
under  which  we  labour,  because  of  our  past  un¬ 
faithfulness  and  of  our  present  defilement  both 
individual  and  corporate  ;  the  deeper  will  be  our 
gratitude  to  Him  who  taught  us  to  pray  so  simply, 
to  Him  who  alone  can  help  us  in  our  necessity, 
“  Father,  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we  also 
forgive  those  that  trespass  against  us.”  For 
indeed  Christ  is  not  only  the  Bread  of  God,  He  is 
the  Forgiveness  of  God,  which  cometh  down 
out  of  heaven  and  gives  life  to  the  world.  But, 
if  we  are  to  keep  our  hold  on  the  pardon  that  He 
has  won  for  us,  we  must  beware  of  regarding  it 
as  a  blessing  which  we  can  hold  by  any  exclusive 
tenure,  or  enjoy  in  isolation.  We  can  only  enter 
into  it  ourselves  so  long  as  we  look  at  every 
brother  man,  and  above  all  at  every  fellow-Chris- 
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tian  in  the  light  of  it,  keeping  watchful  guard 
against  uncharitable  judgments  and  striving  to 
keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  the 
Peace.  A  broken-hearted  confession  of  the  sins 
that  separate  us  from  one  another  and  from  God 
will  do  more  than  anything  else  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  restoration  of  unity  and  the  conversion 
of  the  world. 


“  Bring  us  not  into  temptation ,  but  deliver  us 
from  the  Evil  One  ” 

We  have  thought  of  the  past  and  of  the  present. 
Before  we  close,  the  prayer  leads  our  thoughts 
on  to  the  future.  We  have  seen  our  need  of 
spiritual  food  if  we  are  to  take  our  share  in  the 
establishment  of  God’s  Kingdom  upon  earth  in 
our  day  and  generation.  We  have  found  pro¬ 
vision  for  that  need  waiting  for  us  in  communion 
with  Christ,  “  the  Living  Bread.” 

We  have  seen  our  need  of  forgiveness  to  cleanse 
our  consciences  and  heal  our  divisions,  so  that  we 
may  be  fit  instruments  in  our  Master’s  hands  for  the 
execution  of  His  Will,  and  we  have  found  provision 
for  that  need  also  already  made  in  the  Father’s  gift 
of  His  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins. 

The  acknowledgment  of  failure  in  the  past 
leads  on  naturally  to  a  prayer  for  protection 
in  the  future.  It  cannot  but  seem  strange  that 
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the  path  which  the  children  of  God  have  to  tread 
through  life  should  be  beset  with  dangers,  and 
that  they  should  be  so  constituted  that  if  they 
try  to  stand  in  their  own  strength  they  cannot  but 
fall.  It  is  hard  to  reconcile  ourselves  to  the 
existence  in  the  Universe  of  “  a  Power  not  our¬ 
selves  making  for  unrighteousness/’  against  which 
or  against  whom  we  must  always  be  on  our  guard. 
Still,  the  facts  are  so,  and  we  may  welcome  any 
experience,  howevet  humiliating,  which  forces 
them  upon  our  attention. 

To  forget  them  leads  straight  to  disaster.  To 
be  aware  of  the  danger,  and  to  remember  who 
has  appointed  it,  is  the  first  step  to  deliverance ; 
and,  we  may  add,  to  the  understanding  of  the 
true  place  of  temptation  in  the  Divine  education 
of  the  race.  God  suffers  us  to  be  tempted,  not 
that  we  may  fall  (though  He  can  bring  good  even 
out  of  the  evil  of  a  fall),  but  because  there  is  nothing 
like  temptation  both  for  developing  every  capacity 
of  our  being  and  for  opening  our  eyes  to  the  deepest 
secret  of  the  Universe,  the  glorious  sufficiency 
of  His  grace.  Let  us  apply,  then,  the  thought  of 
this  petition  also  to  our  present  need.  It  is  not 
difficult  to  forecast  the  first  temptation  on  which 
we  shall  have  to  put  its  power  to  the  test.  Ask 
yourself  what  is  to  be  the  ultimate  outcome  of  our 
deliberations  and,  above  all,  of  our  united  inter¬ 
cessions  ? 
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Is  not  the  evil  heart  of  unbelief  in  each  one  of 
us  quick  and  ready  with  its  answer  based,  so  it 
claims,  on  universal  experience  and  common 
sense,  with  God  somehow  left  out  of  the  calcula¬ 
tion  ?  Does  it  not  say,  ‘'Don’t  expect  too  much. 
Prepare  for  disappointment.  The  excitement  will 
die  down.  It  must  be  followed  by  a  period  of 
listlessness  and  reaction.”  We  know  the  voices 
only  too  well,  and  the  glamour  and  fascination 
of  them,  and  the  terrible  power  that  is  in  them  to 
secure  the  fulfilment  of  their  own  gloomy  prog¬ 
nostications.  Yet  to  give  heed  to  them  is,  we 
know,  to  court  defeat.  It  is  to  surrender  beforehand 
to  the  power  of  the  enemy.  We  know  also  that 
we  are  powerless  in  our  own  strength  to  escape 
from  the  spell.  Our  only  hope  is  to  lift  up  our 
eyes  to  Him  from  whom  cometh  our  help.  Nor 
can  we  be  too  grateful  for  the  warning  voices,  even 
of  past  defeats,  that  remind  us  that  we  drift  into 
temptation  and  fall  under  its  power  the  moment 
we  begin  to  rely  only  on  ourselves,  the  moment 
we  cease  to  watch  and  pray  against  the  powers 
of  evil.  The  godly  fear  that]  accompanies  this 
consciousness  links  us,  as  nothing  else  can,  to  the 
Captain  of  our  Salvation. 

He  is  not  only  our  Food  and  our.  Forgiveness; 
He  is  our  Fortress  and  our  Defender.  Trusting 
to  Him,  yielding  ourselves  humbly  to  His  guidance, 
even  though  we  have  to  traverse  the  valley  of 
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the  darkest  shadow,  we  need  fear  no  evil.  For  He 
is  with  us.  His  rod  and  His  staff  are  our  strength 
and  stay. 

We  will  venture,  therefore,  boldly  to  give  the 
lie  to  the  despairing  utterances  of  our  own  hearts. 
It  is  true  that,  trusting  in  our  own  powers,  our  own 
wisdom,  our  own  courage,  even  our  own  faith, 
the  task  must  be  too  great  for  us. 

Even  strong  men  must  faint  and  grow  weary  long 
before  they  can  win  to  the  end  of  the  way.  But  it 
is  even  more  true,  because  it  corresponds  to  the 
eternal  order,  that  they  who  wait  on  the  Lord 
do  in  ways  beyond  our  comprehending  renew  their 
strength.  They  mount  up  with  wings  like  eagles. 
They  run  and  do  not  grow  weary.  They  walk 
and  do  not  faint.  Instead,  therefore,  of  preparing 
ourselves  for  disappointment  and  thereby  prepar¬ 
ing  disappointment  for  ourselves,  we  will  look 
one  another  in  the  face  with  the  glad  assurance 
of  Victory,  and  go  forward,  by  whatever  way  His 
Holy  Spirit  may  lead  us,  to  claim  the  whole  world 
for  His  dominion,  whatever  may  be  the  forces 
within  us  or  without  that  are  leagued  together 
against  Him.  For  His  is  the  Kingdom  and  the 
glory  and  the  power,  now  and  for  evermore. 

J.  O.  F.  MURRAY. 


